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Abstract
Today, the rising demand for water coupled with diminishing water reserves has
led to increased conflicts among water users. This research was conducted using a
cross-sectional survey method, focused on analyzing water conflicts among Taghar
River users. The statistical population included 230 rice farmers utilizing Taghar
river water in Choram County, Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, Iran.
Following the sample size calculation table by Karjesi and Morgan, 140 rice
farmers from this region were selected as the statistical sample using a random
stratified sampling technique. A structured questionnaire was used as the data
collection tool, validated by subject experts, and its reliability was confirmed
through a pilot study and calculation of Cronbach's alpha coefficient (o < 0.70) and
composite reliability. Data analysis was performed using SPSS26 and SmartPLS3
software. The research findings revealed the presence of interpersonal water
conflicts among rice farmers as well as conflicts between farmers and water
organizations in the region. The R? coefficient indicated that the independent
variables (behavioral intention and perceived behavioral control) explained over
57.10% of the variation in conflict behavior. Behavioral intention (f=0.480) and
perceived behavioral control (f=0.311) had the most significant direct impact,
while societal norms surrounding the conflict ($=0.190) and attitude towards the
conflict (8=0.127) had the most substantial indirect influence on water conflict
behavior among the farmers studied. The study recommends building trust and
involving rice farmers in river water management through the establishment of
water users’ associations, along with conducting educational workshops on
negotiation techniques and conflict management to effectively address conflicts
among them.
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